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1. The Program 

History Investigators is an education program for Year 2 students designed to complement 

the HSIE syllabus, in particular the units of work Families Past and Present: Stories and 

Histories and The Way We Were.  

History Investigators introduces students to the concept of historical investigation through 

exploration of the Museum’s aircraft, artefact and oral history collections. Students will be 

engaged in hands on activities through which they will learn how to read primary sources 

and interpret artefacts so that they may compare life in the past to the present. Students will 

then use their newly developed skills to solve a mysterious “history crime”. Following this 

they will become museum curators and create their own exhibition plan. 

1.1 Aims and Objectives 

The objective of the program is to provide students with the opportunity to explore the ways 

that we learn about the past, focusing on artefact analysis and oral history.  

The aim of the program is to: 

 Introduce students to historical investigation. 

 Develop students understanding of the past. 

 Introduce students to the value of the contribution of past generations. 

 Allow students opportunity to explore why customs, community and family events 

are important. 

 Challenge students to consider the past as a relevant factor to the present.
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1.2 Areas of the Syllabus Addressed 

In addition to the syllabus areas outlined below History Investigator has been designed to 

adhere to the principles of Quality Teaching. 

English 

Talking and Listening 

Talking and Listening TS1.1 Communicates with an increasing range of people for 

a variety of purposes on both familiar and introduced topics 

in spontaneous and structured classroom activities 

Human Society and its Environment 

Change and Continuity  

Significant Events and 

People 

CCS1.1 communicates the importance of past and present 

people, days and events in their life, in the lives of family and 

community members and in other communities 

Time and Change CCS1.2 Identifies changes and continuities in their own life 

and in the local community 

Science and Technology 

Processes 

Investigating INVS1.7 Conducts guided investigations by observing, 

questioning, predicting, collecting and recording data, and 

suggesting possible explanations. 

Using Technology UTS1.9 Selects and uses a range of equipment, computer-

based technology, materials and other resources to 

undertake an investigation or design task. 

Personal Development, Health and Physical Education 

Communicating COS1.1 Communicates appropriately in a variety of ways 
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2. Pre-Visit Activities 

2.1 Family History Interview 

Ask students to find out what their grandparents or great grandparents did during the war. 

Have them compose questions and interview their nearest surviving relative about what they 

remember of what life was like during WWII.  

Break the question up into themes including: 

 Family life 

 Work / school 

 Pastimes 

 Food 

 Community Events 

Combine results and draw up a table. Ask students to then answer the same questions 

about themselves and their lives today. 

Discuss the similarities and differences. 

2.2 Artefact Investigation  

Using their school hats ask students to undertake an artefact investigation. Have them 

complete a museum object record worksheet for their hat (the worksheet can be found in the 

Resource Section on page 13).   

2.3 No. 10 Elementary Flying Training School 

Using the Temora Aviation Museum website and the information provided in this resource kit 

give students a brief outline of the history of No. 10 Elementary Flying Training School 

(10EFTS). Ask students to come up with a list of questions that they would like to ask when 

they visit the Museum. 

2.4 What is a Museum? 

Discuss with students what a museum is. As a class create a brainstorm map involving the 

following questions; 

 What types of museums are there? 

 What museums have we been to? 

 Why is it important to have museums? 

 What types of things are kept in museums? 

 What sorts of things do we do in museums? 

 If we made our own museum what types of objects would we collect? 
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2.5 Word Search 

P R E S E N T X B I I O M N V Q E T K L 
A L X J S A X V B S P I T F I R E A R M 
S A V J B X W D X Y U N G W E S R V C X 
T S H F D B N M C X P I L O T W H G N M 
F C K L X C B C S R T Y I A N P I X Z D 
H V I Y Q C V B N T N M E E A R S Q W A 
E B A I R F O R C E Q S C T M E T E O R 
I G K N R A S D V M N I H J L P O S A W 
N J A G Q W E R T O Y U I O J B R A F I 
V K C Y U I O P I R D F E G H M Y P V N 
E A I R P O R T P A L C V P B B R W T Y 
S Y J E R T C Q W E R T I R T S Y J K P 
T R H H D E C V H Y E R C T Y Q G H N M 
I D K C U R A T O R G H T J G U F D V B 
G F W E Y U I P G J G K O R E A V B N M 
A G Z S Y D F G J N B V R E X D Q W B T 
T H W S D F G H H J K L Y I U R Y T R E 
E J L N H J K L I Y T R D C A O X V F G 
F C P A E R O P L A N E T E K N B D C D 
E S Y S V N W X F K A S D F G G H J K I 

 

Aeroplane 

Flying 

Spitfire 

Air force 

History 

Squadron 

Airport 

Korea 

Temora 

Cessna 

Meteor 

Victory 

Darwin 

Pilot 

Vietnam 

Curator 

Investigate 

Past 

Present 
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3. On Site Experience and Activities 

3.1 On the Day 

Times 

Tour times can be negotiated to suit your school’s requirements. Please enquire when 

making your booking. 

Duration and Facilities 

It is recommended that teachers allow a minimum of two (2) hours for this experience plus 

time for a meal break. There are shaded picnic areas with tables and chairs if you wish to 

have morning tea or lunch on site. No hot food is available however the giftshop sells hot 

and cold drinks, potato chips, chocolates and confectionary. The Museum giftshop also 

stocks a wide variety of aviation and historical memorabilia, including books, DVD, clothing, 

toys, stationary and postcards.  

On Arrival 

Tour Guides will meet you at the bus in front of the giftshop entrance for the commencement 

of the experience.  

Once students have alighted from the bus (or have arrived by other means) they will be 

provided with an introduction to the site and will need to participate in a brief activity focusing 

on the rules associated with their visit to the Temora Aviation Museum. 

Buses 

There is ample bus and coach parking in the main parking lot which is within 50 metres of 

the main entrance building. 

Personal Clothing and Equipment 

The buildings are air conditioned in summer but the hangars are not heated in winter so 

clothing should be appropriate to the weather forecast. Closed shoes must be worn. All 

students will need to bring a pen and clipboard or a laptop with the activity sheet loaded onto 

it, to enable worksheet activities to be completed. 

Please ask students to bring personal cameras to assist them in recording their day. The 

photos from which can be used later in class. 

Important! 

The Temora Aviation Museum is a unique site and students will be instructed to stay behind 

rope barricades and not touch the aircraft. Our risk management documentation is available 

for download at www.aviationmuseum.com.au.  We would appreciate it if for every ten 

students there is one adult (not including the Museum Guide). 

http://www.aviationmuseum.com.au/


 

 
8 

3.2 Facility Map 
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4. Post-Visit Activities 

4.1 Artefact Investigation 

Find out if any of the student’s family friends or relatives served in WWII and ask if they have 

any artefacts that could be loaned for the duration of the unit of work (if this is not an option an 

item of similar age or importance may be used). Ask students to complete a museum object 

record sheet (page 13) for this item including researching its significance. Set the object up in a 

makeshift exhibition display case and when handling the object use cotton gloves (available 

from supermarkets or chemists). Discuss with students the difference between this artefact 

study and the one that they did previously and why the way that the object is being handled is 

different. 

Have students write about the object emphasising an aspect of its history that they find 

interesting and have discovered during their research. 

4.2 Your Artefact 

Ask students to bring their first toy or favourite thing to class. Students should work in pairs to 

curate their partners object. On receipt of the object each student should come up with a list of 

questions to ask their partners about their object. Students should then interview each-other 

and complete a museum object record sheet. Provide each student with a pair of cotton gloves 

to handle their partners object and discuss with them how now they’re museum curators and 

looking after someone else’s belongings, they must treat the object with respect.  

Students should then prepare a museum place card and exhibition text for the object.  

Optional: When outlining this task draw their attention to how technology changes and the 

Morse Code exercise, so as to discourage them not to bring their Play Station or Nintendo’s 

4.3 Oral History 

In groups ask students to conduct an oral history. The subject of the interview could be a parent, 

grandparent or family friend. Each group should choose a theme under which they should 

choose their interviewee and theme. This may include: 

 Family celebration 

 Experiences of ANZAC Day 

 Recollections of WWII 

 Your school- interview former students 
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4.4 Family Photos 

Ask students to bring electronic copies of family photos to school displaying different 

generations undertaking the same thing such as a birthday party, riding a bicycle, going to the 

beach, a family holiday or Christmas. If possible get 2 or 3 generations of photographs from 

each family. Ask students to compare the photographs and look for similarities and differences. 

Collate the class findings in a large timeline or display which allows students to see how we are 

the same and different, now and through generations. 

This may also be compiled as a class website or online digital exhibition. 

4.5 My Portrait 

Discuss how throughout history important people have had their portrait painted to 

commemorate an important event or occasion. Have students paint or draw their own portrait to 

commemorate their excursion to the Temora Aviation Museum and their graduation as museum 

curators. These portraits should form part of the class exhibition. 

4.6 Creative Writing 

Ask students to write an imaginary story about an event that could have occurred at 10EFTS. 

4.7 Class exhibition 

If appropriate turn the classroom or section of the classroom into a mini museum and hold a 

museum opening afternoon tea. Invite parents to come and view the exhibition inclusive of all 

the students’ curatorial works. 

4.8 10 EFTS Elimination Game 

This is a game that should be played outside in a large space which will allow students to run 

around. The teacher is the aeroplane control tower and the students are the trainee pilots. The 

trainee pilots must learn and follow the signals as indicated by the control tower. Students are to 

fly arms outstretched imitating aeroplanes following the commands.   

Commands are as follows: 

Red Flag- Freeze until flag is lowered 

Green Flag- Go 

Black flag- Landing position, couch down.  

In the space place 4 chairs, these are satellite landing fields. When the green flag appears 

these must be empty, when the red flag appears a student must occupy each of the landing 

fields. If the chair is left empty then the 2 closest students are eliminated. Similarly the last 

student to land and if a student breaks the freeze during the black flag they are eliminated. 
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4.9 Colouring In 
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5. Additional Resources 

5.1 Introduction to 10EFTS 

Temora has a rich and noteworthy aviation history having been home to the No. 10 

Elementary Flying Training School (10 EFTS) set up by the Royal Australian Air Force 

(RAAF) in May 1941. 10 EFTS was the largest and longest lived of the flying schools 

established under the Empire Air Training Scheme during World War Two (WWII).  

Throughout WWII more than 10,000 personnel were involved at the school with upwards of 

2,400 pilots being trained. At its peak the unit contained a total of 97 de Havilland Tiger Moth 

aircraft. Four satellite airfields were set up around the Temora district to cope with the 

demand to train RAAF pilots. 10 EFTS ceased operation on 12 March 1946 making it the last 

WWII flying school to close. 

The Empire Air Training scheme was a program implemented during the Second World War 

to train aircrew from the nations of the Commonwealth for service with Britain's Royal Air 

Force (RAF). Realising it did not have the resources to maintain the RAF at an adequate 

strength to confront Germany, the United Kingdom proposed in September 1939 that 50 

elementary flying schools be established in Australia, Canada and New Zealand. The 

graduates of these schools would then receive advanced training in Canada and proceed to 

Britain for service with the RAF. A conference was held at Ottawa, Canada in October 1939 

to discuss the proposal. After several weeks of bargaining, an agreement was signed on 17 

December 1939.  

Australia undertook to provide 28,000 aircrew over three years, which represented 36% of 

the total number of aircrew proposed to be trained under the scheme. Under Article XV of 

the agreement it was proposed that each country's aircrew would serve in distinct national 

squadrons once they arrived in Britain. The first basic flying course started on 29 April 1940, 

when training began simultaneously in all participating countries and the first contingent of 

Australian airmen embarked for Canada on 14 November 1940. 

The agreement was renewed for an additional two years in March 1943 although the RAF 

already had a large surplus of aircrew. Throughout 1944 Australia's contribution to the 

scheme was wound back at Britain's instigation, and it effectively ended in October 1944 

although it was not formally suspended until 31 March 1945. By this time, over 37,000 

Australian airmen had been trained as part of the Empire Air Training Scheme. Despite 

Article XV, the bulk of these aircrew served not with the designated Australian squadrons, 

but with RAF squadrons.
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5.2 My Museum Object Record

Object Name:  

Description: (Draw a picture) 
 

Distinguishing Marks: (inscriptions, serial no, patent dates, trade marks etc…)  

 

Dimensions (cm):  

Height  Width  Length  Diameter  

Condition:  

Who made it:  

Where was it made:  Date:  

Provenance: (who owns the object and who used to own the object?) 

 

Statement of significance (why is the object important?) 

 

Sheet completed by:  Date:  
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5.3 Suggested Resources 

Printed Publications 

Wings over Temora by Ron Maslin (available from the Museum Giftshop) 

Internet Resources 

Temora Aviation Museum    www.aviationmuseum.com.au 

Australia’s War 1939-1945  www.ww2australia.gov.au 

Australian War Memorial  www.awm.gov.au 

Australians At War   www.australiansatwar.gov.au 

National Library of Australia  www.nla.gov.au 

Australian Air Force   www.airforce.gov.au  

Text messaging vs. Morse Code  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mfyf5Y5AHNc&feature=related    

By Word of Mouth: Conducting Oral Histories 

http://www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/primary/hsie/assets/pdf/wordmouth.pdf   


